Opportunities to support
1 in every 8 children in
our community

OPPORTUNITIES TO WRITE A CHILD’S STORY
All of us look for opportunities to make a difference, to make this world a better place. Right here in our
community of Windsor and Essex County, we have the ability to change lives and turn dreams into reality.
The Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Foundation offers, through the “You Can Write a Child’s Story” campaign,
numerous options of how you can make an impact.
The Foundation supports the many programs that are offered to the children, youth and families that the
Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Society provides services to. That’s 1 in 8 children in our area. Each of these
children has a story, a story that is still waiting to unfold, a story that aspires to a happy ending. The educational,
recreational and therapeutic programs listed in this booklet contribute to these success stories.
How You Can Write a Child’s Story is by reviewing the opportunities in this booklet and deciding how you
can contribute to the betterment of a child’s future. It’s simple. There are options, large and small. You will be
helping those right here at home and you will be turning a page in a story that we will celebrate for years to
come. Our Success Stories Begin With You!

FAMILY WELLBEING PROGRAM
“I have put into place the many things I have learned at the workshops. I realize, as a result I am a better parent”
- Sarah, Parent
The Family Wellbeing Team delivers sixteen different groups/workshops throughout the year with some being
offered multiple times. These include: Strengthening Families for the Future; Clean Sweep; Budgeting; Heart of
Parenting; Back to Basics; Mindful Me Yoga; Parenting your Spirited Child; Autism; Tech Savvy; Triple P Parenting;
Building Positive Relationships; and Dove Self-Esteem. In many cases where child care and or getting to the
agency were barriers for families attending, transportation and child care costs were provided.
Additionally, some families require material supports through the program to assist with maintaining their
children at home or with other kin (family members). Such additional supports included cribs, beds, infant safety
gates, and related supports.
Parenting Programs 		

$10,000

Material Supports to Families		

$4,000

Transportation To and From Workshops		

$1,000

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM
“Having factual, unbiased information available to us has assisted us in assuring the safety and well-being of the children
our staff interact with.” - Tony,Vice Principal
The Child Abuse Prevention Program was formed out of the need to address the education and prevention
of child abuse as a child welfare mandate. The Program works closely with our community partners and the
community at large to ensure that the issue of child abuse remains in the forefront of public education efforts
aimed at reducing and preventing its impact on children and families.
The mandate of the Program is to prevent child abuse through the collaboration of services, education, advocacy
and the promotion of a safe and healthy environment for children in Windsor and Essex County.
Public Education and Awareness Campaigns including Child Abuse Prevention Month every October

$8,000

Print and Website Education		

$2,500

Workshops		

$1,000

FRESH AIR SUMMER CAMP
“Camp was the best part of my summer. I made many friends and learned a lot of new things.Thinking about it makes
me smile a lot” - Jeremy, Age 7
Each year, over 350 children who receive services from the Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Society are given an
opportunity to participate in a variety of day and residential camps. Camp is an enriching experience for these
young people, enabling them to develop skills, establish friendships and capture memories that will last a lifetime.
The majority of these children would have no other form of a summer vacation. Each child’s situation is evaluated
to determine the most appropriate camp experience.
Costs include camp supplies, transportation and registration.
Named Sponsor of the Camp Program		

$25,000

Gold Sponsor (Sponsors 20 children)		

$5,000

Sponsor one child for camp		

$300

Sponsor camp supplies (Sleeping bag, toiletries, insect repellent, etc.)

$100

MUSIC & ART ENRICHMENT
“The Art Cart is the best part of my visits. My dad and I create a lot of awesome things with all of the supplies on the
cart” - Brian, Age 8
The Music and Art enrichment programs enable children and youth the opportunity to express themselves
in a safe and creative environment. Led by a Music Specialist and Art Instructor, activities such as vocal and
instrumental music, painting, and other forms of art are the essence of bringing out a child’s self-expression.
An annual concert and exhibit showcases the talents of the young people.
Named Sponsor of Music or Art Enrichment Program		

$10,000

Music & Art Enrichment Gold Sponsor		

$2,500

Music & Art Enrichment Concert/Exhibit Sponsor		

$1,500

Sponsor one child for Music or Art Enrichment		

$200

“The Foundation acts almost as a loving parent.
They give you the things you need to blossom, to be
the person you always believed you could be.”
Emily,Youth

HOLIDAY PROGRAM
“I cried tears of joy to see my little boy’s eyes as he saw the gifts under the tree.What I thought was going to be the
saddest Christmas turned out to be the happiest ever.” - Barb, Parent
The Holiday Program serves to bring holiday cheer to families in need. Over 800 families that the Windsor-Essex
Children’s Aid Society provides services to are supported with clothing, food, gift cards, toys and personal items.
Without the generosity of the community, many of these families would have little to celebrate. Individuals,
organizations and businesses adopt families and contribute to the true spirit of the season.
Named Sponsor of Holiday Program		

$25,000

Adopt a Family		

$350

Sponsor a Child		

$100

BURSARIES
“Knowing that people believe in me has motivated me to complete my studies, earn my diploma and face the future
knowing I can succeed” - Meredith,Youth
Education is the catalyst for encouraging positive change and influencing ultimate life goals. Many of our youth
have minimal support systems to encourage their aspirations. Bursaries assist youth with tuition costs for
apprenticeships, college or university. They also help underwrite living expenses as many of these young people
live independently. This enables them to focus on their studies. Completion Bursaries are awarded to youth who
have completed a program and have earned a diploma or degree. It serves to eliminate debt as they enter the
workforce. An application process is provided for youth who have an interest in pursuing bursaries focused on
post-secondary education.
Named Bursary		

$1,500

Named Completion Bursary		

$10,000 and above
Funds are distributed as per terms established with donor

“Book Money”		

$500

Funds will be distributed to youth for purchase of textbooks and other required course materials

ACADEMIC/HOLIDAY DINNERS
“The Youth Dinner is the highlight of the holidays for me. There is a beautiful tree, a delicious turkey dinner, and gifts for
everyone. I love being with my CAS family and friends.” - Aaron,Youth
Twice a year, dinners are held to support and recognize our youth. The Academic Dinner, which takes place
in June, recognizes the academic accomplishments of youth including elementary school, secondary school
graduations and post-secondary attendance and graduation. Bursaries are also awarded to recipients at this
occasion. The annual Holiday Dinner in December is when a number of youth and their supporters gather
together to share a meal, participate in activities and receive gifts that assist them with their daily living.
For many of our young people, this dinner is a highlight of the Holiday Season.
Title Dinner Sponsor		
		
Door Prize Sponsor		
		

$2,000 each
Academic or Holiday
$500 for either dinner
All youth are eligible for prizes

BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK PROGRAM
“My new back-pack filled with school supplies made me feel special on the first day of school. I no longer felt different
from anyone else in my class.” - Jenny, Age 9
The Back to School Back-Pack Program enables approximately 900 children and youth that the Children’s Aid
Society supports the ability to start the new school year on an equal footing with their peers. Each receives a
new back-pack fully equipped with school supplies. This program builds self-esteem and assures that every
child/youth has what is necessary to get them off to a good beginning.
Named title Sponsor		

$5,000

The sponsor’s name and if applicable logo, will be used in all promotional
materials. Funds will enable the purchase of back-packs for all children in care.
Fill a Back-Pack		

$100

This sponsorship will fully equip one back-pack with school supplies

YOUTH WITH CAMERAS PROGRAM
“This is one of the best groups I have ever been involved in. We have so much fun while learning a lot.” - Aiden,Youth
The Youth With Cameras Program not only teaches photography, it instills self-confidence and lends to the
establishment and strengthening of friendships. Participants are given a new camera. Under the direction of a
WECAS staff leaders and an expert from Henry’s Camera’s, students visit a number of local landmarks and
destinations to pursue their new hobby. Photos are displayed at an annual Gallery Showing planned by the youth.
Naming of Youth With Cameras Program		

$7,500

This amount will cover the complete cost of the program for one year.
Gallery Showing & Exhibition		

$2,000

This is a title sponsorship of a VIP and community event showcasing
the talents of the program participants
Sponsor a Budding Photographer		

$500
Sponsorship of equipment for one participant

“With the Foundation involved in my life, I learned
a lot about myself and what other kids in care such
as myself need. I now have goals for the future and
I know I will be successful.”
Jaiden,Youth

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Foundation presents two signature fundraising events annually. We invite your
participation via sponsorship or purchase of tickets. For more information on either the Cops Care for Kids
Fashion Show and Silent Auction or Gourmet Gardens, please contact us at (519) 252-1171, ext. 3210.
(November)
A collaboration with all Police Services across Windsor-Essex County, this
evening features fashions by several retailers modeled by local celebrities, police
officers, dignitaries and children. The evening includes a fabulous dinner, a multi
scene fashion show and a tempting silent auction with a wide array of Holiday
gift suggestions.

Creating Memories

For A Lifetime

Hosting an Event?

CONSIDER
THE

FOUNDATION

(May)
A Celebration of Food, Wine & Spring, Gourmet Gardens is held at one of our
local wineries. An afternoon soirée, the event evolves around a four course
gourmet luncheon accented by a Chef’s Reception featuring appetizers created
by chefs of locally renowned restaurants. All are paired with fine wines of our
region. Exceptional musical entertainment is showcased. As well, patrons have
the opportunity to win exquisite prizes via the Dream Raffle or silent auction.
We also invite your organization or business to consider choosing the
programs of the Foundation as a beneficiary of any upcoming events you may
be considering.Your group can Write a Child’s Story. We would welcome a
conversation on how we can partner together.

LEGACY GIVING When contemplating the future, consider the Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Foundation. There are several
options in terms of creating a legacy that will benefit you today and have an impact on the lives of children of our
community for years to come. A comprehensive Legacy Planning Package is available upon request.

INVEST IN A STORY THAT WILL NEVER END!
To discuss how you can write a story for 1 in every 8 children in Windsor & Essex County, contact
Mike Clark, Manager of Public Relations & Fund Development at (519) 252-1171, ext. 3210 or
mclark@wecas.on.ca. A gift to the Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Foundation endowment will sustain
programs that influence success stories for years to come.

1671 Riverside Drive East, Windsor, ON N8Y 5B5
Telephone: 519-252-1171 • Fax: 519-971-0339
www.wecaf.on.ca

